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INVITATION LETTER
FOR THE NATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

Dear colleagues,

We are very pleased to inform you as to the beginning of the largest epidemiological study on Child Abuse and Neglect (CAN) ever conducted in the Balkan region. The project called Balkan Epidemiological Study on Child Abuse and Neglect [BECAN] is co-funded by European Commission’s 7th Framework Program for Research and Technological Development and the participating organizations of nine (9) Balkan countries. Coordinator of the project for the whole Balkan area is the Department of Mental Health and Social Welfare – Centre for the Study and prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect of Institute of Child Health
 [Greece]. 
This ambitious project is one of the largest studies in sample size globally (30.000 children and parents) and the importance of its anticipated results as well as its innovative character is in virtue of the fact that, until now, there are no data available on the general population prevalence of CAN not only for the totality of the Balkans, but also at national level of individual countries. 
Identification of the real magnitude of the problem of CAN, which indicates a major public health issue worldwide, is expected to provide guidance for policy making as well as to create a basis for future assessments of the effectiveness and efficiency of any CAN-related preventive, legal or other intervention. 
Taken the aforementioned into consideration, we invite you to contribute to this effort by participating in the un-official National Network of organizations and experts for the prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, which is to be conducted towards the realization of BECAN project, with the expectation to operate as a platform for exchanging professional opinion and expertise regarding CAN- related and also as an open forum, useful to all members, to disseminate information regarding issues that have to do with the overall enhance of children’s welfare. 
IDENTITY and OBJECTIVES
BECAN epidemiological study aims at mapping incidence and prevalence of CAN in the general population of 11 to 16-year old children that attend and those that have dropped out of school in nine (9) Balkan countries [Greece, Serbia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Albania, Bulgaria, F.Y.R. Macedonia, Turkey, Romania]. The target population will be studied through representative matched samples of parent-child pairs in each of the participating countries, by applying two of the I-CAST questionnaires [I CAST _CH for children and I CAST_P for parents created by the International Society for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN), with the support of UNICEF]. I CAST questionnaires will be translated in the official languages of the participating countries as well as culturally validated. 
In addition to this BECAN project is aiming at identifying the number of reported/detected cases of CAN recorded in the same nine (9) Balkan countries by extracting information from archives and data bases that already exist in CAN related organizations of each country. 
THE PROBLEM OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT AND 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PROJECT’S IMPLEMENTATION
CAN is associated with unhealthy behavior in children and adolescents. Particularly due to the well established “circlers of violence” phenomenon, domestic violence tent to reproduce itself. Preventive cutting off of that circle contributes substantially and more effectively in the disappearance of such unhealthy behavior in both children and adults. 
Issues concerning child abuse and neglect transcend national borders, affecting developing as well as developed countries. Nevertheless, data and existing legislation concerning violence against children are often alarmingly weak, mainly because of the inconsistencies of classification of child maltreatment and lack of common research methodologies that could produce valid and internationally comparable data. In Balkan area, in particular, there is no data available for the real magnitude of CAN in general population.
BECAN is going to provide the basis for the harmonization of CAN screening procedures in the Balkan area and therefore its implementation will produce valid, credible and comparable data. However, BECAN’s contribution is expected to be much wider, since it will help a permanent and unified system to be established not only concerning mapping and screening mechanisms for CAN incidence but also concerning monitoring reported and/or detected cases of CAN. Avoidance of discrepant diagnostic and screening processes and establishment of common methodologies in collecting data will enable the planning of appropriate preventive and intervention strategies, evaluation of initiations undertaken as well as updating of practices and policies. 
NATIONAL NETWORKS FOR PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
The development of National Networks of Organizations, professionals and experts for the prevention of CAN is a step of strategic importance towards the implementation of the project’s objectives. The communication cells that will be developed in each of the participating countries are going to build national working teams that will contribute mainly to the dissemination of information produced as BECAN research evolves and also to the collection of recorded cases of CAN. Both constitute actions in which we invite you to take part, according to your Organization’s declared objectives and the actions in which you are already engaged. 

Participating in the National Network for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect is going to be an interactive process, which is expected to benefit each participant in terms of partnership development, achievement in organization’s objectives, sharing expertise on issues of prevention of CAN as well as access to a wide range of relevant information. Based on the upcoming research results participants will be able to adjust their targets, update their initiatives, enrich and improve their activities towards promoting mental health and wellbeing of children. 
In more specific terms the benefits of organizations participating in the National network could be described as follows: 

· Access to information and updates concerning CAN in your Country as well as other countries of the Balkan in your language 
· Access to specific tools for the recording and therefore the monitoring of CAN 

· Accessibility to experts and professionals working on child welfare and CAN prevention via BECAN website and portal (www.becan.eu)

· Participation in the preparation of scientific papers
· Participation in the Conference that will be held in your country 
As long as you wish your Organization to be a member of the un-official National Network for Child Abuse and Neglect, please be so kind to fill in and return the attached Application Form for Participating in the Network. 
Network participation does NOT include any financial burden or legal obligation on your behalf.
Thank you in advance for your interest. We will be very happy to answer any questions you may have concerning the above. 

Yours Sincerely,
The BECAN Team
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