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INTRODUCTION
The Project “Balkan Epidemiological Study on Child Abuse and Neglect” (B.E.C.A.N.) run from September 2009 until January 2013 in 9 Balkan countries and was co-funded by the EU’s 7th Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (FP7/2007-2013)
 and the participating partner Organizations. The project’s coordinator was the Institute of Child Health, Department of Mental Health and Social Welfare, Centre for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ICH-MHSW), in Athens (Greece), while the national coordinators for each of the participating countries were the following Organizations:

· Children's Human Rights Centre of Albania (Albania)

· Department of Medical Social Sciences, South-West University "Neofit Rilski" (Bulgaria)

· Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Sarajevo (Bosnia & Herzegovina)

· Department of Social Work, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb (Croatia)

· University Clinic of Psychiatry, University of Skopje (F.Y.R. of Macedonia) 

· Social Work Department, Faculty of Sociology and Social Work, Babes-Bolyai University (Romania)

· Faculty for Special Education and Rehabilitation, University of Belgrade (Serbia)

· Association of Emergency Ambulance Physicians (Turkey) 

The project’s evaluation was conducted by Istituto degli Innocenti (Italy) and the project’s external scientific supervision was undertaken by Prof. Kevin Browne, Head of the W.H.O. Collaborating Centre for Child Care and Protection (United Kingdom) and Chair of Forensic Psychology and Child Health, Institute of Work, Health & Organisations, University of Nottingham. 
The BECAN project included the design and realization of an Epidemiological field survey and a Case-Based Surveillance study in 9 Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, F.Y.R. of Macedonia, Greece, Romania, Serbia and Turkey). 

The 9 Epidemiological Surveys that were conducted aimed at investigating the prevalence and incidence of child abuse and neglect (CAN) in representative randomized samples of the general population of pupils attending three grades (the grades attended mainly by children 11, 13 and 16 year-olds). In addition, supplementary surveys were conducted to convenience samples of children that have dropped-out of school in countries where the drop-out rates are high for producing estimates of respectful CAN indicators at national level. Data were collected by two sources, namely by matched pairs of children and their parents, by using two of the ICAST Questionnaires (the ICAST-CH and the ICAST-P) modified for the purposes of the BECAN project. 

The Case-Based Surveillance Study (CBSS) aimed at identifying CAN incidence rates based on already existing data extracted from the archives of agencies involved in the handling of CAN cases (such as child protection, health, judicial and police-services and NGOs) in the same geographical areas and for the same time period as the epidemiological field survey. The collected data were related to the characteristics of individual cases such as child, incident, perpetrator(s), caregiver(s), and information concerning the family. At the same time, the CBSS targeted to map the existing surveillance mechanisms, where available, and to outline the characteristics of the surveillance practices in each participating country. Moreover, comparison at national level between inductance rates of CAN as found in field survey in one hand and in case based surveillance study on the other would produce evidence based estimates of the instantiation of the “iceberg” phenomenon regarding CAN, viz. that actual rates of the phenomenon are substantially higher than the number of cases actually known or provided for by services in the participant countries. 

In addition, in the context of the BECAN Project were built National Networks of agencies (governmental and non-governmental) working in the fields of child protection from the areas of welfare, health, justice, education and public order. In total, 9 National Networks were developed in the participating countries, having more than 430 agencies-members. Last but not least, a wide range of dissemination activities were conducted which included the organization of National Conferences and one International Conference, scientific papers, announcements to scientific conferences and meetings, publications in press/media, publication of Reports, etc (more information about the project’s activities can be found at the project’s website: www.becan.eu).  

Finally, BECAN aimed to include all aforementioned outcomes in terms of evidence produced, experience gained and networking of resources into comprehensive consolidated reports at national and Balkan level that could facilitate evidence based social policy design and implementation for improving child protection services and overall provisos. 

The current Report describes in detail the methodology and the main results of the epidemiological survey conducted in Bosnia and Herzegovina to the samples of pupils attending the fifth/sixth, seventh/eighth of elementary schools
 and second grade of high schools and their parents.
A. GENERAL INFORMATION
BECAN - Balkan Epidemiological Study on Child Abuse and Neglect is the first comprehensive study of this kind in Bosnia and Herzegovina. If there is any data on the problem of abuse in B&H, as well as many other social problems and occurrences, they are not unified; hence, a unified approach in data collection, systematisation and analysis of these occurrences is missing. The last well organised research on violence against children in family was conduced by UNICEF (2006) trough it’s MICS Survey (Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey) on ample size of 2857 respondents where collected data are indicating psychological abuse prevalence 27%, severe physical abuse 6.1% and moderate physical abuse 20%. 
Epidemiological survey, conducted in the framework of the BECAN project stands out not only by the size of the planned and actual sample (8348/2719+2049), but also in terms of access to topic  through direct examination of the experiences of disciplining children within their family, but also by directly addressing to their parents / guardians. This epidemiological study through data collected provides a good starting point for further research, but also valuable information for decision makers at all levels in BiH.

Although the preparation of epidemiological studies lasted a long time, the research in BiH started on 10th March 2011 and was completed on 24 May 2011. During this period overall  111 schools in 39 towns and cities in all three administrative regions in BiH were included in the research
. Project BECAN in BiH is implemented by the University of Sarajevo, Faculty of Political Sciences. The core team responsible for the organization and implementation of epidemiological studies were Emir Vajzovic, MA, BECAN BiH National Project Coordinator and Jelena Brkic-Šmigoc, MA, Senior Researcher in the project. In order to establish quality communication with schools where the research was conducted, coordination of field studies in elementary schools was led by Nefiza Dautović, MA, and in secondary schools Ranka Katalinski, pedagogue. The preparation of all necessary materials for researchers and technical coordination of the research was managed by Selma Mameledžija, BA Sociology, who led a team of eight volunteers. Research team included 18 field researchers – social workers, physiologist, pedagogues, and sociologist – all specially trained for this research. 
B. ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
1. Permission(s) to access schools 

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is administratively very specifically organised country. Bosnia and Herzegovina as a state is made ​​up of three administrative units (two entities: the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH) Republic of Srpska (RS) and one district: Brčko District (BD), and one of the entities (FBiH) is divided into 10 new administrative units - the Cantons. The education sector in the RS is administrated at the entity level, while in the FBiH at cantonal level; therefore we have 12 respective Ministries for the education sector. To conduct epidemiological studies, which we implemented in the whole of BH, in 111 primary and secondary schools we have obtained the written approval and support to research from all 12 authorized institutions. 
1) Ministry of education and culture RS; 

2) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Una-Sana Canton;

3) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Posavski Canton; 

4) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Tuzla Canton; 

5) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Ze-Do Canton; 

6) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Bosansko-podrinjskog Canton; 

7) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Srednjo-bosanskog Canton; 

8) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Hercegovačko-neretvanskog Canton; 

9) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Zapadno-hercegovačkog Canton;  

10) Ministry of education, science, culture and sport of Canton 10; 

11) Ministry of education and science of Canton Sarajevo; 
12) Department for Education of Brčko District Government.
The process of obtaining the necessary approvals from the respective institutions lasted from October 2010 to March 2011. Prolonged process of obtaining consent can be attributed to the General Elections in October 2010 and the fact that a number of officials responsible for the required approval were involved in the election campaign and the changes in office which produced further delay. Despite all challenges, particularly bearing in mind the complexity of administrative procedures at all levels of governments, it is commendable that all institutions have finally supported the project and recognized the importance of research.
Aformentioned institutions have their approval for the study based on both the content and expert analysis of the proposed research methodology and analysis of ethical implications of this research. In Bosnia and Herzegovina there is no national body responsible for considering the ethical principles of research, and therefore no obligation to obtain consent for a certain corpus of ethical criteria that are inseparable from the research.

However, the BECAN project in Bosnia and Herzegovina have received support from the Council for Children with the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees, the authority competent to support the creation and implementation of measures aimed at achieving the standards and principles established by the Convention on the Rights of Child and its protocols, as well as other international documents to which BiH is a signatory. During 2006 the Council of Ministers adopted the first "Ethical Code for Research on Children" in accordance with which BECAN epidemiological study was conducted. Even though a body responsible for monitoring, evaluation and eventual santioning breach of this Code does not exist, ethical principles of epidemiological study in BiH have followed the provisions set out in this document. Also, sharing the experience gained in the study, Senior Researcher in this project participated in the creation of a revised version of this dokmenta called "The Code of Ethics of research with children and on children" which is in the process of adoption by the Council of Ministers of BiH.

2. Field Researchers’ Training

Considering the vulnerability of the population in the study, and the importance of a unified approach to research methodology, a special training was organised for researchers in the form of two-day training. The training was held in December 2010 and additional training in February and March 2011 before the start of fieldwork. Total of 20 researchers were trained, experts in the field of social work, psychology / sociology, and pedagogy. During the training, researchers have detailed information on the methodological and ethical elements of this research.
Special attention is given to the research instruments and data collection process. Researchers were introduced to ethical principles on which this study is based, as well as the ethical dilemmas and crises that may encounter during the data collection process. The training was conducted as suggested,  and with materials supplied, by the Project Coordinator of the BECAN project; and participants were given the "Guidelines for Researchers" with detailed instructions for the entire research process, additional materials with information on address of the school to visit, important local telephone numbers in an emergency, as well as demonstration materials for easier introduction of research and questionnaires to the students.
Upon completion of the December training, researchers were tasked to conduct a test / mock administration of questionnaires on "test subjects" in order to resolve any ambiguities in the process of research. Trenning evaluation showed that the participants were satisfied with the program and facilities for training, that are they belive their knowledge is increased in this area and that they feel very confident and ready for the research tasks.
C. METHODOLOGY
1. Sampling Method – Sample 
The sample in BECAN Study should have been stratified on few principles:

· School children,

· Children from three age groups (11, 13, 16),

· Children coming from urban and rural areas and

· From at least three geographic areas in each participating country.

Since in Bosnia and Herzegovina there are no obvious indicators for the child population because the last population census had been conducted in 1991 (before the war 1992 - 1996), v sample was determined on the basis of available statistic data on the size of child population in school (Bureau of Statistics  FBiH, RS and BD)  which do not indicate the number of children per age group but only collective data or data for various grades (from the 1st to 4th or 5th to 8th). Students pupulation was stratified according to the organizational unit at the State level (The Federation of BiH – FbiH, Republic of Srpska – RS and Brčko District - DB).  Age groups of 11 year-olds (children attending the fifth or sixth grade of primary schools), 13 year-olds (children attending the seventh or eighth grade of primary schools), 16 year-olds (children attending the second grade of secondary schools) are  proportionate to population estimation of the students number in the entities and the District. 

On the basis of review of the Student’s numer in the population, there were determined the proportions for the areas: for FBiH p=0,655; for RS p=0,325; for DB p=0,02. Proportions for age group were equal (p=0,33).
 It was expected to have rather matched gender structure in the sample due to the fact that the schools in the cities were randomly selected and the gender structure (at least at the primary schools) within the class is approximately equal. 

Within the Strate it was used a model of three-stage cluster sample.
· Within each entity randomly chosen number of municipalities was chosen 

· Within each municipality randomly chosen school was chosen (one primary and one secondary)
· Within each school one grade per age group  was chosen and it was used pseudo random grade selection 
Table C.2.1.
Number of schools, classrooms, pupils and their parents in the samples, by grade group and geographical region. (Total sample: 4174 pupils, attending 187 classes in 111 schools1 and 2684 parents) 

	Geographical Region
	
	Grade group
	
	Parents’ Sample

	
	
	11-year olds
	
	13-year olds
	
	16-year olds General school
	
	

	
	
	Schools 
	Class-rooms 
	Pupils
	
	Schools 
	Class-rooms 
	Pupils
	
	Schools 
	Class-rooms 
	Pupils
	
	

	Federation of BiH
	
	36
	38
	857
	
	36
	37
	853
	
	37
	43
	991
	
	1855

	Republic of Srpska
	
	18
	22
	456
	
	18
	22
	461
	
	18
	21
	464
	
	828

	Brčko District
	
	1
	1
	20
	
	1
	1
	26
	
	1
	2
	46
	
	60

	TOTAL
	
	55
	61
	1333
	 
	55
	60
	1340
	 
	56
	66
	1501
	
	2684


1 Schools for the 11- and 13-year olds grades were the same schools

Urbanicity wasn’t included in sampling procedure because of lack of population parameters and lack of clear definition of urbanisity. As it was mentioned above, last census in Bosnia and Herzegovina was done in 1991. After the war, population changed dramatically and we have no reliably population estimation about urban/rural. Rural/urban stratification was made ex-post facto according to answers of participants.
Figure 1. Shows sample according to geographical regions in B&H. 
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2. Response rates
As already mentioned, the study was conducted in accordance with the strict ethical principles which are clearly articulated in the "Code of Ethics for Research on Children" (2006). One of these principles requires the use of an active written parental consent for the child;

"For a child under the age of 14 years, written consent can be given only by parent / guardian, while children older than 14 gives own written or verbal consent to the study, in accordance with the above rules, with the exception of children with special needs" (Code of Ethical Conduct for Research on Children, 2006: 21).

Since the research respected aformentioned principle, and very strict methodological requirements were followed, hence there have been major changes in the final number of participants in relation to the planned sample. Consent to participate in the survey is voluntary and dependent on the consent of the parents and the child in the elementary school and consent of the child in secondary school level. In view of this, almost half of the total number of children attending primary school in relation to the planned sample did not participated in the study, because they did not get permission from their parent / guardian.  In total, 51, 16% of planned sample of 11-year-olds and 51, 64 % of 13-year-olds was realised. The response rate of parents was quite high (80%) since questionaires were sent only to those who gave consent for their child participation. On the hand, the response rate of the children attending secondary schools was 90% compared to planned sample.
Response rate for 4174 children in the planned sample is 65,14%, which indicates that over 20% of planned respondents did not obtain their parents’ consent for participation in the survey. The parents’ response rate in the survey is  82,3%.  

Table C.3. Response rates

Table C.3.1. Pupils’ and parents’ samples, participation/response rates and reasons for samples’ losses    

	
	Grade group
	

	
	11-year olds
	13-year olds
	16-General
	TOTAL

	Pupils
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Sample size (registered pupils)

	1333
	100,00
	1340
	100,00
	1501
	100,00
	4174
	100,00

	Unreturned parental consent &/or child's absenteism
	105
	7,88
	144
	10,75
	140
	9,33
	389
	9,32

	Negative parental consent form
	540
	40,51
	496
	37,01
	N/A
	
	1036
	24,82

	Child's refusal
	2
	0,15
	1
	0,07
	N/A
	
	3
	0,07

	Completed ICAST-CH (valid & invalid)
	686
	 
	699
	 
	1361
	 
	2746
	 

	Excluded ICAST-CH due to invalid completion
	4
	0,30
	7
	0,52
	16
	1,07
	27
	0,65

	Participation rate (valid ICAST-CH)
	682
	51,16
	692
	51,64
	1345
	89,61
	2719
	65,14

	Parents
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Sample size

	685
	 
	670
	
	1329
	
	2684
	

	Completed ICAST-P (valid & invalid)
	625
	91,24
	586
	87,46
	998
	75,09
	2209
	82,30

	Excluded ICAST-P due to invalid completion
	20
	3,20
	18
	3,07
	122
	12,22
	160
	7,24

	Response rate (valid ICAST-P)
	605
	88,32
	568
	84,78
	876
	65,91
	2049
	76,34



 
Pupils registered to school  

2 
Parents addressed in order to complete the ICAST-P were the parents of pupils who have completed the ICAST-CH and had no problem to give their parent the ICAST-P. All parents of 16 year olds sample size received ICAST-P in oreder to complete it.

Table C.3.2.
Description of pupils’ sample, collected, excluded and valid ICAST-CH questionnaires, participation and response rates, by grade group and geographical region 

	Grade

group
	Geographical

Region
	
	Pupils’ Sample 

Nreg.1
	Completed

ICAST-CH

(valid & invalid)
	ICAST-CH that 

excluded due to 

invalid completion
	valid ICAST-CH questionnaires 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ν
	P.R.2 

(%)

	11-year olds
	Federation of BiH
	
	857
	165
	3
	477
	55,66

	
	Republic of Srpska
	
	456
	273
	1
	193
	42,32

	
	Brčko District
	
	20
	239
	
	12
	60,00

	TOTAL 11-year olds
	
	1333
	939
	4
	682
	51,16

	13-year olds
	Federation of BiH
	
	853
	229
	4
	465
	54,51

	
	Republic of Srpska
	
	461
	433
	2
	216
	46,85

	
	Brčko District
	
	26
	319
	1
	11
	42,31

	TOTAL 13-year olds
	
	1340
	1428
	7
	692
	51,64

	16-General school
	Federation of BiH
	
	991
	97
	11
	896
	90,41

	
	Republic of Srpska
	
	464
	130
	4
	412
	88,79

	
	Brčko District
	
	46
	176
	1
	37
	80,43

	TOTAL 16- year olds
	
	1501
	512
	16
	1345
	89,61

	
	TOTAL
	
	4174
	4118
	27
	2719
	64,14


1. Nregistered: Number of pupils registered to school

2. P.R.: Participation Rate; it is calculated as a percentage of Nregistered, indicating thus the percentage of the pupils’ total sample that the survey managed to reach

Table C.3.3.Description of parents’ sample, collected, excluded and valid ICAST-P questionnaires and response rates, by children’s grade group and geographical region 

	Grade

group
	Geographical

Region
	
	Parents’ Sample 
	Completed

ICAST-P

(valid & invalid)
	ICAST-P that 

excluded due to 

invalid completion
	valid ICAST-P questionnaires 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Ν
	R.R. 

(%)

	11-year olds
	Federation of BiH
	
	479
	449
	16
	433
	90,40

	
	Republic of Srpska
	
	194
	164
	4
	160
	82,47

	
	Brčko District
	
	12
	12
	0
	12
	100,00

	TOTAL 11-year olds
	
	685
	625
	20
	605
	88,32

	13-year olds
	Federation of BiH
	
	442
	397
	15
	382
	86,43

	
	Republic of Srpska
	
	218
	179
	3
	176
	80,73

	
	Brčko District
	
	10
	10
	0
	10
	100,00

	TOTAL 13-year olds
	
	670
	586
	18
	568
	84,78

	16-General school
	Federation of BiH
	
	901
	626
	68
	558
	61,93

	
	Republic of Srpska
	
	390
	344
	52
	292
	74,87

	
	Brčko District
	
	38
	28
	2
	26
	68,42

	TOTAL 16- year olds
	
	1329
	998
	122
	876
	65,91

	
	TOTAL
	
	2684
	2209
	160
	2049
	76,34


Table C.3.4. Children and parents paired samples, by children’s grade group and geographical region 

	Grade

group
	Geographical 

Region
	Valid questionnaires
	Valid ICAST CH-P pairs

	
	
	ICAST-CH
	ICAST-P
	

	11-year olds
	Federation of BiH
	477
	433
	424

	
	Republic of Srpska
	193
	160
	157

	
	Brčko District
	12
	12
	11

	TOTAL 11-year olds
	682
	605
	592

	13-year olds
	Federation of BiH
	465
	382
	379

	
	Republic of Srpska
	216
	176
	153

	
	Brčko District
	11
	10
	10

	TOTAL 13-year olds
	692
	568
	542

	16-year olds 
	Federation of BiH
	896
	558
	525

	
	Republic of Srpska
	412
	292
	269

	
	Brčko District
	37
	26
	26

	TOTAL 16-year ols
	1345
	876
	820

	
	TOTAL
	2719
	2049
	1954


On the other hand, cooperation with schools was conducted in an atmosphere of extraordinary partnership. From a total of 111 schools that were contacted, informed on details of research and presented with the permission of the competent ministry for implementation of the research, we got rejection from just one school (ie, its director) to participate in the study. As a reason given was overburdened and preoccupation with a large number of school activities and extracurricular activities of the teaching staff, and consequent inability to participate in the study. In addition, it was emphasized that a number of university students is doing their practical work in that school, and that's another reason why school and school personnel do not have the resources to engage in research. In order not to disturb, the first neighboring school who gave consent to participate in research was selected for the sample.

3. Research Tools

As at the beginning of this report said, instruments that were used in the study ICAST - CH I ICAST - P were developed by the International Association for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN). In their develepment over 130 experts from 40 countries was involved for the purpose of describing the behavior that happen to children. For this research, questionnaires were adapted through focus groups and a pilot study.

Focus groups were aimed at a) identify any future important issue that should be added to the questionnaires, as well as b) to identify the problems that respondents encounter when completing the questionnaire, and tested way to approach parents to seek approval for the participation of children in the study (dilemma was whether via parent-teacher meetings to obtain parental permission or sending of letters explaining the purpose of the project and asked for permission to participate).
Focus groups were conducted in May 2010 in three schools in Canton Sarajevo, with children of targeted age and their parents (N = 47). For authentic statements of the respondents this represented a significant adjustment process for instruments, so the information gathered in this phase of the study were considered the most relevant data for further cultural adaptation and verification of research instruments. Compiled from reports of focus groups, and the experiences of other partners in the consortium, resulted in changes of ICAST questionnaires in some segments, specifically in those found to be inadequate or insufficiently clear with more partners’ countries.
The pilot study was conducted in BiH between October and December 2010 in Sarajevo Canton in 4 primary and 2 secondary schools in nine class departments with a total of 238 respondents (134 children and 104 parents). This study enabled the testing procedures of research, duration of completing the questionnair and appropriatness of questionnaire content for respective age of childred. The study was carried out after we have obtained approval from respective ministry, and approval of the school director, children and parents of children (for primary schools).

Analysis of the data obtained from the focus groups and the pilot study resulted in final version of the questionnaire used in the main epidemiological study on a representative sample of respondents for the country.
Children form of questionnaire (ICAST-CH) translated as “The questionnaire on exposure of children and youth to violence and their relationships with peers” consists of two versions. The first form was shortened and adapted to the 11-year children and the other is adapted to the age of thirteen and sixteen. The questionnaire consists of several sets of questions:
• Socio-demographic questions

• The scale of socially desirable responses

• Estimates of past parenting practices

• Questionnaire on peer violance

• The scale of attitudes about ethical issues in the study of violence against children
Parental questionnaire form (ICAST-P) was translated as “The questionnaire on children upbringing in family” consists of:

• Socio-demographic questions

• Self-assessments of disciplinary actions

• Self-assessments of positive parenting practices

• Scales of attitudes on punishment of children

• Questionnaire on experiences with the violence in the family (with the subscale: witnessing violence between their parents; immediate exposure to psychological, physical and sexual abuse and neglect by their parents, the experienced and / or acts of violence in the marriage / partnership relations
• A questionnaire to assess the child's characteristics

• Social Support Questionnaire

• Questionnaire on everyday stress

Data Collection & Fieldwork process

Although all 12 relevant institutions approved the study in the schools of this sample, special attention was paid to establishing successful communication with schools’ management. Initial contact is made through official correspondence to school principals, as well as with parent councils in schools where research is to take place.

In several cases, the principal did not want make a decision on his own regarding participation of the school in research without the consent of school’s Council of parents. If that case, meetings between parents' council representatives and researchers have been organised in order to further clarify the purpose and significance of this research, and clarify any issues parents may had. During these meetings, the researchers have underlined the importance of ethical principles, clarifying the rights of participants and obligations of researchers during the research process.

Contact persons (a member of school staff) in each school were assigned for assistance and organizational support in the study. They were mostly educators and phychologists in schools, and in some limited cases, school principle or other teaching staff.
Data Collection in Primary Schools

After agreeing on time for presenting BECAN research with school’s director and contact person, researcher entered schools and in classrooms explaining children the goal and procedures for this reseach. 

The researchers then handed to children sealed envelopes to their parents / guardians with information about the project, its objectives and the research topic, with written consent forms for participation of children in research, but also a form for their own participation in the study. Then the children were instructed return to contact person at the school sealed envelops ones their perents fill them out. Based on submitted parents' responses, in their second visit to school, researchers were conducting survey with childred who were given consent to participate. Each child with their coded questionnaire received the enclosed questionnaire for his parent / guardian with corresponding code in order to match answers from child and their parents / guardians for further analysis. After the parents / guardians fill out the questionnaire, they were returned to contact person in sealed envelopes by their children. Afterwards, contact persons forwarded them to researchers / or to senior researcher.
Data Collection in secondary schools 
Given that children in secondary schools were independently deciding on their participation in the study, the survey was conducted during the first visit to the classroom, where students are given and sealed envelopes to their parents / guardians. Then the sequence of collecting questionnaires completed by parents / guardians was the same as described for primary schools.

Whether it was about research with children in elementary or secondary schools, beside researchers during the survey in the classroom nobody else was present (neither school staff nor parents / guardians of children who participated in the survey and other family members).

This was one of the conditions that the researchers sought to ensure in all circumstances, as it was assumed that children would otherwise feel the pressure, and would hesitate to reveal their real experiences with domestic violence. In situations where in classroom there was one or more children with special needs, researchers were aiding those children and speedup the process of their work by reading the questions (from researchers copy of the questionnaire), and the children themselves were rounding off to the desired answer in their own copy of the questionnaire.
After completing survey in the classroom / school, researchers have an obligation to perform a complimentary conversation with school management, and to report on progress of the research coordinator or the possible difficulties that were encountered. Furthermore, every encounter with respondents, researcher were conducting in pairs, and after completing the period of the research, they also had an obligation to report in writing on pre-set form on the course of research. These reports from the field are particularly interesting source of data because the respondents apart from reporting on organizational and technical sequence of research, record their observations about the general atmosphere of the school, the perceived relations and relations in the classroom, both among pupils and between teachers - students, all in order to achieve full understanding of the collected data.
5. Ethical considerations related to the fieldwork process

As has already been pointed out in several occasions in this report, considering the research process in accordance with the ethical principles that ensure the maximum befefit for the child, has been one of the most important elements of BECAN study. Guided by the above, in addition to the Central Independent Advisory Committee on ethical issues at the level of the consortium, in each of the participating countries formed the National Advisory Council on ethical issues which form two independent experts in the field of child abuse and one member of the team that carried out the project. Therefore, beside Central Independent Advisory Board (CIAB) for Ethical Issues at Consortium level, each of the participating countries has established its own National Advisory Boards (NAB) for Ethical Issues composed of two independent experts and one member of project team.  
In BiH, the NAB Committee comprised of doc.dr. Sanela Čekić-Bašić, employee of the Faculty of Political Sciences, University of Sarajevo, MA of Social Work, Ljubica Dorontić, employee of the Center for Social Work Banja Luka, and MA Jelena Brkić Šmigoc, Senior Researcher on the project BECAN in BiH.

The main task of the NAB was to show the possible ethical challenges that may arise in the different phases of the research process and suggest optimal solutions based upon agreed stance of the consortium members, as well as applicable legal practices in BiH, as well as to make an ethical review at the end of the process. In addition, the NAB was consulted when unforeseen challenges arouse during research process.

Keeping in mind the sensitivity of the subject of research, as well as the vulnerability of the population with which it is being conducted researchers have paid special attention to creating a pleasant atmosphere in the classroom, and to gain the trust of the respondents. In order to make each child feel comfortable and safe and in order to openly express what they are experiencing, researchers have tried to provide every child the optimal conditions for the completion of the questionnaire. When it comes to parents' responses, although intermediates between researchers and parent respondents were children and teachers in schools, the sealed envelopes were used to ensure the anonymity of parents’ respondents and their responses.

Each questionnaire used in this study had a unique code that allowed respondents identifying the city, schools, age groups of respondents and his / her numbering in the study, but personal details, such as the names of the respondents were not collected. Each respondent was informed in writing (and all children respondents verbally as well) that participation in the survey is voluntary, and that at any time they may waive the same, depending on their own will.

Although researchers have particularly encouraged confidential information that respondents may reveal, the respondents were also informed that the identity of the participants, as well as all information that is discovered by researcher become public if someone's life was in danger, or if respondent himself desired so. Although there was no case during the research in classrom in which it domestic violence was discovered, researchers were prepared how to act in such circumstances.

In addition to telephone number of police, emergency services and local social care, in document "Guidelines for researchers” researchers were given clear instructions in a series of steps to be taken in such case to act in the best interests of the child and maintain the safety of everyone involved in the situation. In addition, all respondents received the phone numbers and other contact information in order to contact researchers or local authority services for social protection if they want to talk about the survey or about their experiences with violence experienced by someone in their immediate environment.

As already mentioned, the study used an active written consent of the parent / guardian for a child under 14 years in order to take part in the research, which significantly reduced the presence of the responses of children of this age. Although parents did not cited reason for not allowing a child participating in the study, nor why they themselves refuse to participate, exceptions to these practices provide valuable insights into the broader picture when it comes to conducting research with children.

One parent wrote in his rejection to provide consent for his child to participate in the study that he does not what for his child to be "a guinea pig in someones study." Also, through telephone conversations with parents on several occasions information was obtained that in course of a school year their receive several invitation for their child to take part in a research, sometimes even information that their child took part in a research without their consent.  Because of such experiences, parents feel the need to protect their children because they believe they subjected to additional stress and possible unpleasant situations.

Several parents felt that the confidentiality and anonymity of personal information was compromised by the fact that they were obliged in the form  of own and child's participation specify the name and surname, although the sequence of research designed in the way that these data are not physically able to connect with later completed questionnaires.

It is important to emphasize that the experience from the field indicate that children, regardless of the decision of their parents, most want to participate in the study. The fact that often only by the right to participate in the study a child may give tell what is going in his family is strong argument for the revision of existing practices in the studies of domestic violence.
Hence, in epidemiologic research in BiH, the will of a child was respected even in cases where a parent has given consent for his participation in the study, but the child was not ready or just did not like to get involved in research.

As outlined in the research all questionnaires were stored in a safe place. Relevant institution as well as schools, after the final statistical analysis will be provided with information on the prevalence and incidence of violence against children in the family, where they will be asked to inform children and parent at school meetings on research results. 
D. RESULTS
1. Data analysis and Presentation of results

This chapter will present our main results (that agreed during the 5th M.M.). The analyses conducted will also be described in this chapter but their discussion is to be made in the next chapter (E).

Table D.1.
Demographics for children participated in the ICAST-CH survey in Bosnia & Herzegovina, and information about their living conditions and their parents (Sample’s size = 2638)
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Logistic regression analyses were conducted in order to detect signicifan factors as well as 2 way interaction.  

Table D.2.
Results of 12 binary logistic regression analyses’ conducted on the prevalence and the incidence of the 3 scales of violent behaviour, of the feeling of neglect scale and of the positive parenting scale; the results of the analyses on the subscale of contact sexual violence are also illustrated 

	
	
	Psychologi-cal violence
	Physical violence
	Sexual violence
	Contact Sexual violence
	Feeling of Neglect
	Positive & non violent parenting

	gender
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	49.796****
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	45.546****
	

	grade group
	PR.
	121.970****
	52.088****
	127.715****
	101.779****
	14.500****
	

	
	IN.
	71.306****
	
	72.641****
	81.094****
	7.788*
	

	geographical area
	PR.
	
	4.954*
	
	
	6.495*
	5.188*

	
	IN.
	6.129*
	
	5.566*
	
	7.962***
	6.405*

	urbanicity 
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	7.710***

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	4.089*

	age difference
	PR.
	
	
	4.370*
	
	
	15.180****

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	13.317****

	gender x grade group
	PR.
	8.796*
	
	
	
	7.366*
	

	
	IN.
	10.247*
	12.157*
	
	
	6.255*
	

	gender x geographical area
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gender x urbanicity
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gender x age difference
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	grade group x geographical area
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	6.908*
	

	grade group x urbanicity
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	grade group x age difference
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	10.476*
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	9.427*
	6.308*


* p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.005, ****p<.001

PR: Prevalence, IN: Incidence

Note:
In the cells of the table are depicted the values of the Wald Chi-Square only for the main effects and the 2-way interactions that reached significance.  

In the following texts only significant main effects and interactions will be presented.
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Table D.3.
Results of 12 Univariate GLM regression analyses conducted on the prevalence and the incidence of the 3 scales of violent behaviour, of the feeling of neglect scale and of the positive parenting scale; the results of the analyses on the subscale of contact sexual violence are also illustrated 

	
	
	Psychologi-cal violence
	Physical violence
	Sexual violence
	Contact Sexual violence
	Feeling of Neglect
	Positive & non violent parenting

	gender
	PR.
	
	9.920***
	
	
	65.655****
	

	
	IN.
	
	13.323****
	
	15.125****
	59.494****
	7.672**

	grade group
	PR.
	76.001****
	42.730****
	64.419****
	65.407****
	71.001****
	73.623****

	
	IN.
	36.744****
	
	47.541****
	56.559****
	44.270****
	48.854****

	geographical area
	PR.
	10.681****
	
	
	
	9.614***
	

	
	IN.
	9.344***
	
	
	
	7.139**
	4.337*

	urbanicity 
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	32.666****

	
	IN.
	6.130*
	
	
	
	
	27.549****

	age difference
	PR.
	
	
	4.061*
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gender x grade group
	PR.
	3.638*
	
	
	
	8.841****
	9.786****

	
	IN.
	4.939***
	
	
	
	7.533****
	7.507****

	gender x geographical area
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gender x urbanicity
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gender x age difference
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	grade group x geographical area
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	2.518*
	
	
	
	

	grade group x urbanicity
	PR.
	
	
	3.511*
	3.795**
	
	

	
	IN.
	
	
	3.990**
	3.506* 
	
	

	grade group x age difference
	PR.
	
	
	
	
	
	3.570*

	
	IN.
	
	
	
	
	
	5.788****


* p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.005, ****p<.001

PR: Prevalence, IN: Incidence

Note:
In the cells of the table are depicted the F-values only for the main effects and the 2-way interactions that reached significance.  
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Cronbach’s alphas for scales 
Table D.4.
Internal consistencies (Cronbach’s alpha) of 3 scales of maltreatment (psychologi-cal, physical and sexual violence), of the feeling of neglect and of the positive & non violent parenting scales
	
	Prevalence
	Incidence

	Psychological violence (19/17 items)
	0,834
	0,865

	Physical violence (16/15 items)
	0,823
	0,897

	Sexual violence (6/5 items)
	0,654
	0,793

	Contact sexual violence (2 items)
	0,536
	0,557

	Feeling of neglect (3 items)
	0,850
	0,748

	Positive & non violent parenting (7/5 items)
	0,694
	0,760


Table D.5.
Distribution of children by the number of different types of violence they had experienced during their lifetime (prevalence) and during the past 12 months (incidence) 
	Different types 

of violent experiences
	Prevalence
	Incidence

	
	        N
	    %
	         N
	     %

	0
	455
	17,27
	683
	25,89

	1
	448
	17,00
	582
	22,06

	2
	730
	27,70
	729
	27,63

	3
	714
	27,10
	487
	18,46

	4
	288
	10,93
	157
	5,95

	Multiple victimization 

(2-4 types)1
	1732
	65,73
	1373
	52,05


1. 
Multiple victimization was operationally defined as a child’s exposure in more than one (up to 4) types of violent experiences, namely to psychological, physical and sexual violence as well as to domestic violence (items 11, 12, 13a and 14); the prevalence rate of the domestic violence scale is 38,62% (N=1018), while its incidence 28,03% (N=739). 
Frequency of pupils’ exposure to each behavior (Incidence) 
















[image: image2.png]pupils (%)

Sexual violence items
100

920

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

; . .

Adult Adolescent Adult Adolescent Adult Adolescent Adult Adolescent Adult Adolescent Adult Adolescent

Made you upset by

Made you watch sex video Made you look at their 'Touched your private parts Made a sex video ortook Triedto have sex with you
ispeakingto you in a sexual|

lor look at sexual pictures in| private parts or wanted to in a sexual way, or made photographs of you whenyou did not want
magazine/ computerwhen look at yours? youtouch theirs? alone, or with other themto?
youdid not want to? people, doing sexual
things?

way or writing sexual
things about you?

Age and gender of perpetrator








E. DISCUSSION (OF THE RESEARCH FINDINGS)
Epidemiological study on violence against child in the family primarily aimed at providing answers to number of prevalence and incidence of violence against children in the family for children aged 11, 13 and 16 and if there are differences in relation to age, gender or geographical area where the pupils live. The following lines present analyses of prevalence and incidence of psychological and physical violence, feeling of neglect, sexual violence and positive educational actions which were experienced by the children in relation to those characteristics. 

Data on prevalence indicate that the greatest number of children during their lives experienced certain form of psychological violence (72,48%) while 67,55% of them faced with physical violence. 48,04% of the children experienced the feeling of neglect. 18,63% of the children was exposed to sexual violence and sexual violence with contact (which implies a physical contact between a perpetrator and a victim) was experienced by 9,75% of the children during their lives. Apart the sexual violence, questions for all other forms of violence were related exclusively to occurrences within the family. Only the sexual violence included occurrences within and outside the family. Besides the given prevalence indicators of violent occurrences this survey brought us to the information that 95,9% of the children reported positive educational actions during their lives. 

As previously stated, besides the prevalence we also researched incidence of experiencing various forms of violence, feeling of neglect and positive educational actions for the previous year (in relation to the time of the Study). The results were very similar to the prevalence analysis results. Therefore, within the incidence scope most of the children experienced psychological violence (64,03%) and physical violence (50,99%). Incidence of feeling of neglect is also rather high and equals to 40,25%. In the previous year sexual violence was experienced by 13,61% of the children while experienced sexual violence with contact was experienced by 7,65% of the children. In the previous year positive educational actions were experienced by almost all of the children (94,23%).

Prevalence of all forms of violence and feeling of neglect is consistent having in mind the age groups of the examinees. The smallest prevalence of different forms of violence in the family and of feeling of neglect during the life was in the youngest age group while the eldest examinees experienced all forms of violent activities and feeling of neglect. Age differences show higher incidence in older groups for psychological violence and for sexual violence with contact including the feeling of neglect.  

Gender differences were equally significant for the feeling of neglect where the girls show higer prevalence and incidence in relation to the boys. 

Differences in relation to the geographic areas of research were found in prevalence of physical violence and sense of being neglected. Incidence is significant to the physical and sexual violence, and also sense of neglecting. Prevalence and incidence of positive parental behaviours is also significant and related to a geographical area. Children from urban areas experienced to a larger extent than other children, positive educational procedures in a last year but also during their childhood.

Apart from these differences, effects of the interaction of gender and age for prevalence and incidence of all kinds of experienced behaviour were also researched. Effect of the interaction of the gender and age was shown to be significant both for prevalence and incidence of psychological violence and sense of neglect.  Psychological violence at youngest age group has prevalence with boys rather than girls, whilst at older age groups girls show highest prevalence. Same trends are shown for incidence of psychological violence. For prevalence and incidence of sense of neglect differences between boys and girls at younger age groups are insignificant (30,12%-23,93%), while at older age that difference is increasing up to the 59,25% at the oldest girls age group. Effects of gender and age interaction are established also for the incidence of physical violence. For physical violence at youngest and middle age groups the incidence is higher with boys than with girls, while at sixteen-years incidence with boys and girls is equal.

Analysis of the prevalence and incidence of each type of violence act, as well as sense of neglect in accordance to the number of experienced behaviours are shown from Table D.3. onwards. Data indicates that there is a significant influence of age on number of experienced incidents at all forms of violent experiences during one’s lifetime, sense of neglect and positive parental behaviours. Similar trend is characteristic for experiences from last year as well. Gender effect has also shown to be significant at physical violence and sense of neglect both at prevalence and incidence. For the experience of sexual violence through contact, gender effect has shown to be significant for the number of experiences within previous year. 

Prevalence and incidence of number of experienced positive educational procedures is significant in relation to type of settlement of the subjects (urban/rural area). Number of psychological violence experiences and sense of neglect during life and in a previous year is significant in relation to geographic area.  

Effect of gender and age interaction has shown to be significant when experiencing psychological violence, sense of neglect and experiencing positive educational procedures both for the experiences during previous year and for the number of experiences for each of the mentioned types, during lifetime. Interaction of age and type of settlement is evidently significant in number of experienced sexual behaviours during life and within previous year. 

Cronbach α coefficient was used as a measure of reliability of the scales. For prevalence of psychological violence reliability coefficient is 0,834, for prevalence of physical  is 0,823, and for feeling of neglect the coefficient is 0,850. For sexual violence and positive parental behaviours, the coefficient is slightly lower. And for incidence of different children’s experiences reliability coefficients are above 0.750 except for the scale of sexual violence through contact (0,557).

Table D.5. demonstrates distribution of children according to number of different forms and types of violence they experienced during life and within previous year. When psychological, physical and sexual violence as well as domestic violence are commonly called violent children experiences, it is shown that 17,27% of the children did not experience any type of violence during life, and in a previous year the percentage is 25,89%. Some form of violence experienced 17,00% of the children during life and 22,06% in the previous year. Two and more types of violence was experienced by 65,73% of the children during life and 52,05% in the previous year.

Incidence of the psychological violence is 64,03%. This means that during previous year this percentage of children was exposed to psychological violence. Accordingly children in this percentage experienced verbal insults of being called stupid, lazy or given similar qualifications along with being shouted at, ignored or compared to other children causing their humiliation.  Physical violence in previous year was experienced by 50,99% children. Children were slapped, pulled by the hair, pushed around and kicked as well as spanked. 13,61% were sexually abused in the previous year. Most of them experienced sexual harassment in a way that someone was writing or telling them things of sexually connotation, or touching their intimate body parts against their will or forcing them to touch theirs. Incidence of feeling of neglect is 40,25%. Most children stated that they felt that no one cares about them. Incidence of positive parental actions is 94,23%. Awarding and explaining why something they did is wrong, are parental actions most frequently experienced by children in the previous year.
 
The most common perpetrators of psychological and physical violence are adult males and adult females (father and or mother). Although subjects had an option to mark sexual violence perpetrators that are not part of their family, the most common perpetrators of this type of violence are never the less family members, mostly males and then females.
F. FACILITATORS AND BARRIERS
1. What factors (if any) can be considered as facilitators to the implementation of the research?

This research approved all 12 relevant institutions. Special attention was paid to establishing successful communication with schools’ management. Cooperation with schools was conducted in an atmosphere of extraordinary partnership. From a total of 111 schools that were contacted, informed on details of research and presented with the permission of the competent ministry for implementation of the research, we got rejection from just one school (ie, its director) to participate in the study.

2. What were the main problems/difficulties (if any) encountered during the implementation of the research? How were these solved?

We did not face any specific problems during implementation of filed research.
G. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Epidemiological study on violence against child in the family primarily aimed at providing answers to number of prevalence and incidence of violence against children in the family for children aged 11, 13 and 16 and if there are differences in relation to age, gender or geographical area where the pupils live. 

This is a first research of its kind in Bosnia and Herzegovina conducted on sample of 2746 childred of age 11, 13, i 16 from 111 primary and secondary schools and 2209 of their parents. 

An epidemiological study is based on the WHO definition of child abuse and neglect, and violence against children described as "any form of maltreatment" (whether physical, psychological, sexual, or neglect) showed that in BiH widely observed patterns of violent upbringing in the family.
Data on prevalence indicate that the greatest number of children during their lives experienced certain form of psychological violence (72,48%) while 67,55% of them faced with physical violence. 48,04% of the children experienced the feeling of neglect. 18,63% of the children was exposed to sexual violence and sexual violence with contact (which implies a physical contact between a perpetrator and a victim) was experienced by 9,75% of the children during their lives. Apart the sexual violence, questions for all other forms of violence were related exclusively to occurrences within the family. Only the sexual violence included occurrences within and outside the family. Besides the given prevalence indicators of violent occurrences this survey brought us to the information that 95,9% of the children reported positive educational actions during their lives. 

These data are demonstrating that even after decades of raising awareness on violence against children in the family it still seems important to senzibilise the public to the presence of violence against children in the family. It is important to emphasyse the need for constant study of this phenomenon based of standardized instruments and methodologies. After carrying out research that met the needs of the very strict and demanding ethical principles, a set of new and higher standards of ethics in research with children and children in Bosnia and Herzegovina is being raised.
Conducting research with same methodology in 9 Balkan countries will allow us a better understanding of national data in the context of the Balkan area and specific time in which we live.
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one parent is not living anymore�
138�
5,23�
�
both parents are not living anymore�
6�
0,23�
�
Don’t want to answer �
7�
0,27�
�
Don't know �
5�
0,19�
�






�
N�
%�
�
Gender�
�
�
�
Unspecified�
12�
0,45�
�
Girls�
1400�
53,31�
�
Boys�
1226�
46,69�
�
Grade group (typical age of attending pupils)�
�
11 y-o�
676�
25,63�
�
13 y-o�
675�
25,59�
�
16 y-o�
1287�
48,79�
�
Age (completed years)�
�
Unspecified  �
12�
0,45�
�
10�
8�
0,30�
�
11�
386�
14,63�
�
12�
324�
12,28�
�
13�
482�
18,27�
�
14�
135�
5,12�
�
15�
34�
1,29�
�
16�
839�
31,80�
�
17�
383�
14,52�
�
18�
35�
1,33�
�
Flunked years in school�
�
Unspecified�
11�
0,42�
�
No�
2557�
97,34�
�
Yes�
70�
2,66�
�
Persons cohabitating with the child�
�
Unspecified�
3�
0,11�
�
father�
2329�
88,42�
�
mother�
2479�
94,01�
�
stepfather (mother's spouse)�
24�
0,91�
�
stepmother (father's spouse)�
16�
0,61�
�
foster father�
23�
0,87�
�
foster mother�
13�
0,49�
�
mother's partner�
1�
0,04�
�
father's partner�
4�
0,15�
�
grandfather�
307�
11,64�
�
grandmother�
519�
19,67�
�
male sibling(s)�
1252�
47,46�
�
female sibling(s)�
1146�
43,44�
�
other relatives�
124�
4,70�
�
other non relatives�
20�
0,76�
�









Parental Educational level�
�
�
Mother�
Father�
�
�
 N�
 %�
 N�
 %�
�
Unspecified�
27�
1,02�
85�
3,22�
�
Hasn’t gone to school�
11�
0,42�
7�
0,27�
�
Some grades of Primary school�
137�
5,25�
82�
3,21�
�
Primary school�
443�
16,97�
258�
10,11�
�
Secondary school�
1409�
53,96�
1492�
58,44�
�
University�
346�
13,25�
415�
16,26�
�
Post graduate studies (Masters, Doctorate)�
57�
2,18�
62�
2,43�
�
Don't know �
208�
7,97�
237�
9,28�
�






Figure D.1.	Distribution of pupils’ answers in regards to their exposure to different maltreatment forms and to positive parental behaviors during their life time (prevalence) and/or during past year (incidence) by scale.  





Note  


Incidence: 	percentage of children reporting any frequency score under “During the past year (previous 12 months)” in at least 1 item of the scale 


Prevalence:	percentage of children reporting having experienced at least 1 behavior of the scale during their entire life time (either in the past year or before)


D.W.A.: 	percentage of children answering “Don’t want to answer” in all items of the scale 


D.W.A+Never: percentage of children answering “Don’t want to answer” in 1 or more items of the scale and “Never” to all other items of this scale


Never: 	percentage of children reporting that they have “Never” in their lives experience none of the scale’s behaviors.





Figure D.2.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by grade group. 


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of grade group are presented here).





Figure D.3.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by child’s gender and grade group. (Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant interaction of gender x grade group are presented here).





Figure D.4.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by geographical area. 


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of geographical area are presented here).








Figure D.5.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to feeling of neglect by grade group and geographical area. (The scale of feeling of neglect was the only scale for which the analysis revealed a significant interaction of grade group x geographical area on the incidence rate).











Figure D.6.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by urbanicity. 


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of urbanicity are presented here).





Figure D.7.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by child’s gender. 


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of gender and no significant interactions with gender are presented here). 





Figure D.8.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by grade group.  


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of grade group and no significant interactions with grade group are presented here).





Figure D.9.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by gender and grade group. (Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant interaction of gender x grade group are presented here). 





Figure D.10.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to by geographical area.  


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of geographical area and no significant interactions with geographical area are presented here).








Figure D.11.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by grade group and geographical area. (Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant interaction of grade group x geographical area are presented here).








Figure D.12.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to by urbanicity.  


(Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant main effect of urbanicity and no significant interactions with urbanicity are presented here).








Figure D.13.	Prevalence and incidence rates of pupils’ exposure to violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by grade group and urbanicity. (Only the scales for which the analyses revealed a significant interaction of grade group x urbanicity are presented here).








Figure D.14.	Distribution of pupils’ exposure to 19/17* different experiences of psychological violence, by experience (item) and frequency they experienced it during the past year (incidence).





Items* 


Shouted, yelled, or screamed at you very loud and aggressively?


Insulted you by calling you dumb, lazy or other names like that?


Cursed you?


Refused to speak to you (ignored you)?


Blamed you for his/her bad mood?


Read your diary, your SMS or e-mail messages without your permission?


Went through your bag, drawers, pockets etc. without your permission?


Compared you to other children in a way that you felt humiliated?


Ashamed or embarrassed you intentionally in front of other people in a way that made you feel very bad or humiliated?


Said that they wished you were dead or had never been born?


Threatened to leave you or abandon you?


Threatened to kick you out of house or send you away?


Locked you out of the home?


Threatened to invoke ghosts or evil spirits, or harmful people against you?


Threatened to hurt or kill you? 


Did not get enough to eat (went hungry) and/or drink (were thirsty) even though there was enough for everyone, as a means of punishment? 


Have to wear clothes that were dirty, torn, or inappropriate for the season, as a means of punishment? 


Locked you up in a small place or in a dark room?   


Threatened you with a knife or a gun?








Scale


1-2 (once or twice a year)


3-5 (several times a year)


6-12 (monthly or bimonthly)


13-50 (several times a month)


more than 50 (once a week or more often)





* Items in bold had been excluded from the short-version of the ICAST-CH completed by the 11 y-o grade’s pupils





Figure D.15.	Distribution of pupils’ exposure to 16/15* different experiences of physical violence, by experience (item) and frequency they experienced it during the past year (incidence)





Items* 


Pushed or kicked you?


Grabbed you by your clothes or some part of your body and shook you?


Slapped you?


Hit you on head with knuckle or back of the hand?


Spanked you on the bottom with bare hand?


Hit you on the buttocks with an object such as a stick, broom, cane, or belt?


Hit you elsewhere (not buttocks) with an object such as a stick, broom, cane, or belt?


Hit you over and over again with object or fist (“beat-up”)?


Choked you or smothered you (prevent breathing by use of a hand or pillow) or squeezed your neck with hands (or something else)?


Intentionally burned or scalded you?


Put chilli pepper, hot pepper, or spicy food in your mouth (to cause pain)?


Tied you up or tied you to something using a rope or a chain?


Roughly twisted your ear?


Pulled your hair?


Pinched you roughly?


Forced you to hold a position that caused pain or humiliated you as a means of punishment?





Scale


1-2 (once or twice a year)


3-5 (several times a year)


6-12 (monthly or bimonthly)


13-50 (several times a month)


more than 50 (once a week or more often)





* The item in bold had been excluded from the short-version of the ICAST-CH completed by the 11 y-o grade’s pupils





Figure D.16.	Distribution of pupils’ exposure to 6/5* different experiences of sexual violence, by experience (item) and frequency they experienced it during the past year (incidence)





Items* 


Made you upset by speaking to you in a sexual way or writing sexual things about you?


Made you watch a sex video or look at sexual pictures in a magazine or computer when you did not want to?


Made you look at their private parts or wanted to look at yours?


Touched your private parts in a sexual way, or made you touch theirs?


Made a sex video or took photographs of you alone, or with other people, doing sexual things? 


Tried to have sex with you when you did not want them to?





Scale


1-2 (once or twice a year)


3-5 (several times a year)


6-12 (monthly or bimonthly)


13-50 (several times a month)


more than 50 (once a week or more often)





* The item in bold had been excluded from the short-version of the ICAST-CH completed by the 11 y-o grade’s pupils





Figure D.17.	Distribution of pupils’ exposure to 3 different feelings of neglect, by feeling (item) and frequency they experienced it during the past year (incidence)





Items 


You did not feel cared for?


Felt that you were not important?


Felt that there was never anyone looking after you, supporting you, helping you when you most needed it?





Figure D.18.	Distribution of pupils’ exposure to 7/6* different experiences of positive & non violent parenting, by experience (item) and frequency they experienced it during the past year (incidence)





Items* 


Told you to start or stop doing something (e.g. start doing your homework or stop watching TV)?


Explained you why something you did was wrong?


Gave you an award for behaving well?


Gave you something else to do in order to distract your attention (e.g. to tell you do something in order to stop you watching TV)?


Took away your pocket money or other privileges?


Forbade you something that you liked?


Forbade you to go out?





Scale


1-2 (once or twice a year)


3-5 (several times a year)


6-12 (monthly or bimonthly)


13-50 (several times a month)


more than 50 (once a week or more often)





* Items in bold had been excluded from the short-version of the ICAST-CH completed by the 11 y-o grade’s pupils





Figure D.19.	Percentage of pupils who have experienced different violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by type of perpetrator (adult male or female and adolescent male or female)


(to be continued on the next page)





Figure D.20.	Percentage of pupils who have experienced different violent behaviors by number of different behaviors (items) they have been exposed to and by type of perpetrator (adult male or female and adolescent male or female)


(…continued from previous page)





Figure D.21.	Percentage of pupils who have experienced 6 different behaviors of sexual violence by type of perpetrator (adult male or female and adolescent male or female). 





Note


The percentages are calculated on the total number of children who had each experience; their sum exceeds 100%, in case some children have experienced the same behavior from different types of perpetrators.  





Figure D.22.	Distribution of perpetrators as reported by children experienced each of 6 different behaviors of sexual violence, by type of perpetrator (adult male or female and adolescent male or female) and his/her relationship to the child (unknown person, familiar person, a relative). 





Note


The percentages are calculated on the total number of perpetrators that had been reported by children who had each experience.  
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� Grant Agreement No: HEALTH-F2-2009-223478. 


� The selection of classes in which the survey was conducted depended exclusiveley on the program which elemetary schools employed for the children of 11-year-olds and 13-year-olds. 





� Three administrative regions are: the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Srpska and Brcko District.


� According to last census in 1991 the population of  B&H aged 11,13 and 16 was almost the same (n11=44619, n13=44418,n16= 44891). Estimations for 2006 are: (n11=33145, n13=24844,n16=43259). Because of the fact estimation done for 2006, and that  there is no population parameters, we decide to have equal number of pupils in three age group. 


� 	Pupils registered to school  


� 	Parents addressed in order to complete the ICAST-P: of pupils who have completed the ICAST-CH and had no problem to give their parent the ICAST-P for elementary schools. All parents of 16 year olds sample size received ICAST-P in oreder to complete it.


 





